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Elapsed time is the amount of time that passes between the beginning and the end of an event.
The concept of elapsed time fits nicely in the elementary school curriculum. Beginning in third
grade, students should be able to tell and write time to the nearest minute and solve word
problems involving addition and subtraction of time. Reinforce these essential skills with the
following elapsed time word problems and games.
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Elapsed Time Word Problems

These quick and easy elapsed time word problems are perfect for parents and teachers who
want to help students practice elapsed time to the nearest minute with simple mental math
problems. Answers are listed below.

Sam and his mom arrive at the doctor’s office at
2:30 p.m. They see the doctor at 3:10 p.m. How
long was their wait?

Dad says dinner will be ready in 35 minutes. It’s
5:30 p.m. now. What time will dinner be ready?

Becky is meeting her friend at the library at 12:45
p.m. It takes her 25 minutes to get to the library.
What time will she need to leave her house to
arrive on time?

Ethan’s birthday party started at 4:30 p.m. The
last guest left at 6:32 p.m. How long did Ethan’s
party last?

Kayla put cupcakes in the oven at 3:41 p.m. The
directions say that the cupcakes need to bake for
38 minutes. What time will Kayla need to take
them out of the oven?

Dakota arrived at school at 7:59 a.m. He left at
2:33 p.m. How long was Dakota at school?

Dylan started working on homework at 5:45 p.m.
It took him 1 hour and 57 minutes to complete it.
What time did Dylan complete his homework?

Dad arrives home at 4:50 p.m. He left work 40
minutes ago. What time did Dad get off work? 

Jessica’s family is traveling from Atlanta, Georgia to New York by plane. Their flight
leaves at 11:15 a.m. and should take 2 hours and 15 minutes. What time will their plane
arrive in New York?
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Jordan got to football practice at 7:05 p.m. Steve showed up 11 minutes later. What time
did Steve get to practice?

Jack ran a marathon in 2 hours and 17 minutes. He crossed the finish line at 10:33 a.m.
What time did the race start?

Marci was babysitting for her cousin. Her cousin was gone for 3 hours and 40 minutes.
Marci left at 9:57 p.m. What time did she start babysitting? 

Caleb and his friends went to see a movie at 7:35 p.m. They left at 10:05 p.m. How long
was the movie?

Francine got to work at 8:10 a.m. She left at 3:45 p.m. How long did Francine work?

Brandon went to bed at 9:15 p.m. It took him 23 minutes to fall asleep. What time did
Brandon fall asleep?

Kelli had to wait in a long, slow-moving line to purchase a popular new video game that
was just released. She got in line at 9:15 a.m. She left with the game at 11:07 a.m. How
long did Kelli wait in line?

Jaydon went to batting practice Saturday morning at 8:30 a.m. He left at 11:42 a.m. How
long was he at batting practice?

Ashton got behind on her reading assignment, so she had to read four chapters last night.
She started at 8:05 p.m. and finished at 9:15 p.m. How long did it take Ashton to catch up
on her assignment?
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Natasha has a dentist appointment at 10:40 a.m. It should last 35 minutes. What time
will she finish?

Mrs. Kennedy’s 3rd-grade class is going to the aquarium on a field trip. They are
scheduled to arrive at 9:10 a.m. and leave at 1:40 p.m. How long will they spend at the
aquarium?
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Elapsed Time Games

Try these games and activities at home to help your children practice elapsed time.

Daily Schedule

Let your children keep track of their schedule and ask them to figure the elapsed time for each
activity. For example, how long did your child spend eating breakfast, reading, taking a bath, or
playing video games?

How Long Will It Take?

Give your kids practice with elapsed time by encouraging them to figure out how long daily
activities take. For example, the next time you order a pizza online or by phone, you'll probably
be given an estimated delivery time. Use that information to create a word problem that's
relevant to your child's life, such as, "It's 5:40 p.m. now and the pizza shop says the pizza will be
here at 6:20 p.m. How long will it take for the pizza to arrive?"

Time Dice

Order a set of time dice from online retailers or teacher supply stores. The set contains two
twelve-sided dice, one with numbers representing the hours and the other with numbers
representing minutes. Take turns rolling the time dice with your child. Each player should roll
twice, then calculate the elapsed time between the two resulting dice times. (A pencil and paper
will come in handy, as you'll want to jot down the time of the first roll.)

Elapsed Time Word Problem Answers

40 minutes

6:05 p.m.

12:20 p.m.

 2 hours and 2 minutes

4:19 p.m.

6 hours and 34 minutes

7:42 p.m.

4:10 p.m.

1:30 p.m.

7:16 p.m.
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8:16 a.m.

6:17 p.m.

2 hours and 30 minutes

7 hours and 35 minutes

9:38 p.m.

1 hour and 52 minutes

3 hours and 12 minutes

1 hour and 10 minutes

11:15 a.m.

4 hours and 30 minutes

AdvertisementAdvertisement

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Cite this Article 

Early 20th Century

Sinking of the RMS Titanic

Spanish

How To Tell Time in Spanish

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvx-9IVtX9X_n-nWwz8F73E1reYqHEfeJTLurT_zbUPi8ay-avkiNLPmSVxVIxdpYlIUBspDjvvrz84vhbXwXEXI7ztRmGpFwC1zR5Uzfn-SbF_qAfxATOtVLNYlkN-5RGRuCte3EZ9o6BSRXofOcBU2l9ZzjZ6gHlVyvrl5jGavcfP2bdhCyc5j3bWF21gspLeuB3rnENTDrsd3OwzA-_jUv6q7UjtA88XnbMlOyvSuitIgGld7sNULKaBtPz-hjtJe5QrNs_mf8DtstCc3UkDws3HrsP_2m5YG8hkowpMF3JbOk38fA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzGENHQID7Sz1EAE&urlfix=1&nx=244&ny=514&dim=300x600&adurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvVav1POLflteF525KdQfuX4TQn4EwePUTD6kR8teYCj5sSucrBar3yFS17Tcsq_bEXGGyKsAYHaA2VnPM1ZTMtn1M0ZejWq_AFgmtUuZp2B6C4ovNt-d0rE0Q7QyKFj5SVswxqw732q4xGT5J-xlmiM1eOC87J_YN5UlSv0Q1Zhj9izByihYltt3Thop2Lsezh4jjA5smWTfWIzDsF5xsyJUvRrDV4v2vWb013g-4pNX0mL2_DooGcUg7WI8XIscEPo0eKhOal8uVXHJ_jxIfwsnTYK6Jbn8f59__XCdGiKo6D1cXgoIbNthbFu71Yzh-6c4pwdpHNKDSfRZnAB3ypAjyVnawrlgRI4-kAStrKEplY-CSTNrY_J3WpOK0bZXUDpW79FtAry-14v1yrEYDvEtF46BPrY3qM_BRIokR23YZRd9wNPAjKdVq3d-0v6A5h9iseokNhJ8e8exUY5PSVh36bSeAwmnJs4XyVoX00vqJsWhCz5X1ilSVfZNz2idxDrkDtzBZpeo1OU1HFALyS4tl6MfuVdIv2D1ptYLvYRtOBKBCcAiohZHKvIvAnS5keiotLHsCRjR9vppPnCv70S6dUBjodx-jhsFNWf-AMQbzwfqDS7D8pKJzB0NjamO5I0nYn46XfT-4m3xSCo4-YA0hP6WHDKbVfGon7Q-le5b-9cYnEImNIx3nKDOFBaUpv9MzvEn-lsStE27mz3E1-4Tt5Xk17GLO6OYmY6ikGXStFbqZ72H9nANNOaAbotGuNZM1SYbaW4y35uINEkuIH0RbKPEp-37loYlMLAVaBCtiqgWpl_TERAs-7uS0f_bkaDXWV-ny9t7tAU4B_umNZPmkj3_vEKFaOdAdFEkpC075QmVYGptCgBDCwRFCPkiWsseQ37aKTrWiHJlaThuMcyILM_9qQp12yVvhICkpSk3mxYAjxWDVCbYLhUevA4KajoxqV9tDMR52M4OMxOWzA8wNkL1F7Y1-BFoJl7ckU-QgD3Rl79OFuOv9H7PmTv_1RbYdtgYh2L6VHgIbP90yNFzQBzO8tzuL4EZ7CeBbOjrcN&sai=AMfl-YTRcYc00mib8idzB5q_S-EQbt0KLUt-19tW6eUVvwZNlPjljpWgcUL7S476GTnORjRnpfPxojtAMizpAiKwwEB-5Ozy-SOC39fPhKciqFNAoj0Sb3hgfpwDRj6-FJBFCK9uGBPKxLOc6AmRS8sa_ZX2oh0eIM8k12MtUp7n&sig=Cg0ArKJSzLHob1YJvlp3EAE&urlfix=1&adurl=https://ad.atdmt.com/c/img%3Badv%3D11007220416659%3Bec%3D11007231623747%3Badv.a%3D9901250%3Bc.a%3D24169041%3Bs.a%3D2414963%3Bp.a%3D273887673%3Ba.a%3D468289164%3Bcache%3D3663104398%3Bqpb%3D1%3B%3Fh%3Dhttps://www.hbomax.com/gzm/%3Futm_id%3Dcm%7C24169041%7C2414963%7C273887673%7C132826315%26dclid%3D%25edclid!
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CvRA5K_rxXsCqOo6LhAXCyafwCKCA3Ktc-q22heoGwI23ARABIABgyZ7Hh-CjtBCCARdjYS1wdWItMzM0NTk2MzU3Mzc0MDI4NcgBCeACAKgDAaoEiQJP0AluTD6TmKchu4LmhGpY8-N_jvro3QZm_r93xmZBRBkpt64waXY7l9GKjZCp5uVc-hnDgR8YbtrccHwhYolVNe1dD-FVyWwwtG_gHzRAh7P6xUEgaldZMFa_uQQXC-_QV2GMR9kyVfiC0fGbD7WZ1Rl4T0g1hvfCScPKU-6q9PJwNmxSvMRmwSmgmTJNPeUgZto3Qee519U5BPMqZR67DlFCRDUvD2c3p6Sg3hsk79-nqzN1rPfxPeWBxIyEtIvZ6BAQEvTW1aydaKQt5Ur03Jkc2iT7XkLslwei3Kd4TkM6kxO26exWWyFIcNkKxLr81pAND8mXJzKfVPqDq7kafnC4S8TyzHSQ4AQBgAbS5I_Oi9TQuVygBiGoB6a-G6gH8NkbqAfy2RuoB-zVG6gHltgbqAfC2hvYBwDSCAUIgCEQAfoLAggBgAwB&num=1&sig=AOD64_0Ibb8CsvQffeoH-lashJktDPJpGw&client=ca-pub-3345963573740285&adurl=https://pr.ybp.yahoo.com/cj/cd/UHiZ-nqTzXDrmbPXFVQNfDLponyieOSg2vD5bacnCjhMKGO0vaD7jCdTglwQuwgiZAYvv7mmQCGtVrRahkMwL7EuHLiVxWm1B0zAtD2BBBx2o-gyGprSePKp4gvokOXMObi9V2vYzmhkH_R5TZGYm0XP9O1wWJabKcUZVw6mAo-Mhzw3hxLxC94KDhfXWiQNNOYUUJkTrwE3REy0nvqINg/rurl/https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%3Fxai%3DAKAOjsuuIxq9JE6qr37nHSy6siy96HPNtpWs6PtjHL4FwuO93E_zL-FIxyyy6ZCjF2zWyIrdY_0IdyrUwoLB7AKGZNvDIzT2BkcRn4oiOPo-MtbR1ncAQfbIjlvrSZZ8Co1a2e64hPMJOPOgGJgZwKiKzWmnT6tZgegKVuGwFchiOJoIWT7LtydIF4rs6fjtPLF0vKMfUb7y%26sig%3DCg0ArKJSzIhzjn3DorNfEAE%26urlfix%3D1%26adurl%3Dhttps://scripps.demdex.net/event%253Fd_event%253Dclick%2526d_src%253D489033%2526d_site%253D3764700%2526d_creative%253D133469098%2526d_placement%253D274576472%2526d_campaign%253D24246776%2526d_rd%253Dhttp://www.oprah.com/app/greenleaf.html%25253Futm_source%25253DOWNGreenleaf%252526utm_medium%25253DPaid%252526utm_campaign%25253DTuneIn%252526utm_content%25253DOath%252526dclid%25253D%252525edclid!
https://info.yahoo.com/privacy/us/yahoo/relevantads.html
https://www.thoughtco.com/sinking-of-the-titanic-1779225
https://www.thoughtco.com/telling-time-in-spanish-3078120
https://www.thoughtco.com/


6/23/2020 20 Elapsed Time Word Problems

https://www.thoughtco.com/elapsed-time-word-problems-4176604 8/11

Vocabulary

Telling Time in French

World War II

World War II and the Battle of the
Java Sea

Math

10 Math Tricks That Will Blow Your
Mind

Early 20th Century

A Timeline of the Sinking of the
Titanic

Resources

Practice Multiplication Skills With
Times Tables Worksheets

The 60s

President John F. Kennedy's
Assassination

https://www.thoughtco.com/telling-time-in-french-lheure-1371397
https://www.thoughtco.com/battle-of-the-java-sea-2361432
https://www.thoughtco.com/math-tricks-that-will-blow-your-mind-4154742
https://www.thoughtco.com/titanic-timeline-1779210
https://www.thoughtco.com/multiplication-worksheets-for-times-tables-2311662
https://www.thoughtco.com/president-john-f-kennedys-assassination-1779361
https://www.thoughtco.com/daily-homeschool-schedules-1833506
https://www.thoughtco.com/daily-homeschool-schedules-1833506
https://www.thoughtco.com/


6/23/2020 20 Elapsed Time Word Problems

https://www.thoughtco.com/elapsed-time-word-problems-4176604 9/11

Homeschooling

How to Create a Homeschool
Schedule

Resources

Sixth Grade Word Problems

People & Events

The Columbine Massacre

Italian

How to Tell Time in Italian

People & Events

The Assassination of President
William McKinley

Chemistry

What Time Is the SAT Test?

https://www.thoughtco.com/daily-homeschool-schedules-1833506
https://www.thoughtco.com/6th-grade-word-problems-2311710
https://www.thoughtco.com/columbine-massacre-1779624
https://www.thoughtco.com/how-to-tell-time-in-italian-2011156
https://www.thoughtco.com/u-s-president-william-mckinley-assassinated-1779188
https://www.thoughtco.com/sat-chemistry-test-times-609010
https://www.thoughtco.com/


6/23/2020 20 Elapsed Time Word Problems

https://www.thoughtco.com/elapsed-time-word-problems-4176604 10/11

Pre Algebra & Algebra

How to Do Algebra Word Problems

Physical Geography

When Is the Spring Equinox?

Science, Tech, Math Humanities

Languages Resources

About Us Advertise

Privacy Policy Cookie Policy

Careers Editorial Guidelines

Contact Terms of Use

California Privacy Notice

Learn Something New Every Day

Follow Us

Enter Your Email SIGN UP

https://www.thoughtco.com/how-to-do-algebra-word-problems-2311943
https://www.thoughtco.com/march-20-equinox-1435652
https://www.thoughtco.com/sciences-math-4132465
https://www.thoughtco.com/humanities-4133358
https://www.thoughtco.com/languages-4133094
https://www.thoughtco.com/resources-4132590
https://www.thoughtco.com/about-us
https://www.dotdash.com/our-brands/
https://www.thoughtco.com/legal-4801761#privacy-policy
https://www.thoughtco.com/legal-4801761#thoughtco-cookie-disclosure
https://www.dotdash.com/careers/
https://www.thoughtco.com/about-us#EditorialGuidelines
https://www.thoughtco.com/about-us#ContactUs
https://www.thoughtco.com/legal-4801761#terms-of-use
https://www.thoughtco.com/legal-4801761#california-privacy-notice
https://www.dotdash.com/
https://www.thoughtco.com/
http://www.facebook.com/thoughtcodotcom
https://flipboard.com/@thoughtco?utm_source=thoughtco&utm_medium=follow&utm_campaign=tools
https://privacy.truste.com/privacy-seal/validation?rid=e166d0ee-e663-4ad0-9384-f5bd78093a89
https://www.thoughtco.com/


6/23/2020 20 Elapsed Time Word Problems

https://www.thoughtco.com/elapsed-time-word-problems-4176604 11/11

ThoughtCo is part of the Dotdash publishing family.

https://www.dotdash.com/
https://www.thoughtco.com/

